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IF&W Passes Rules Allowing Limited Fishing in Narraguagus 
 

Augusta, Maine:  The Maine Department of Fish and Wildlife (IF&W), in cooperation 
with the Maine Atlantic Salmon Commission (ASC), has adopted rules in an effort to 
protect endangered Atlantic salmon, while still allowing limited fishing opportunities for 
other species, in a stretch of the Narraguagus River in Cherryfield, Maine. 
 
The Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Commissioner, Dan Martin, has adopted a rule that 
prohibits fishing on the Narraguagus River from the ice control dam to the railroad bridge 
in the Town of Cherryfield, except from May 1st to June 10th.  During this period a 
portion of the river, in a pool locally name “Stillwater”, will be opened to fly fishing 
only.  ASC staff has clearly marked the area that will be open. 
 
The ASC supported this time and area opening.  The closing to all fishing on June 10th 
coincides with long-term data showing a warming of water. Any salmon that may be 
incidentally caught after June 10th would be susceptible to increased stress and mortality 
due to warming water. 
 
The ASC urges all anglers in Maine, who may incidentally catch an Atlantic salmon, to 
land, handle without removing the fish from the water, and release as quickly as possible.  
Anglers incidentally hooking fish deep in the mouth, requiring additional handling, 
should cut their line just above the hook and immediately release the fish unharmed.  In 
rivers where Atlantic and landlock salmon are known to co-exist, the ASC urges anglers 
to release any salmon caught over 25 inches in a volunteer effort to further conserve and 
protect wild Atlantic salmon. 
 
Currently it is unlawful, under State and Federal law, to fish, take or posses wild Atlantic 
salmon from all Maine waters.   
 
For more information on Atlantic salmon in Maine contact the Maine Atlantic Salmon 
Commission’s Bangor Office, (207) 941-4449. 
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